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September 15, 2014

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

I am writing to you today as we embark on the long road of reforming the way our nation
supports its veterans. The passage of our bipartisan legislation addressing the systemic
failings in the Department of Veterans Affairs, taken with your recent executive actions,
are good first steps—but we must undertake a far more comprehensive effort to ensure
our veterans are receiving the care, benefits and services they deserve. I believe that such
reform must be guided by a higher-level strategy that outlines a clear vision of what
America owes its veterans and a set of tangible outcomes that every component of
American society can align and work toward. We need a National Veterans Strategy.

Last week, you announced plans to expand airstrikes against ISIS in Iraq and potentially
Syria. You asked us, in Congress, to give you the authority to arm and train Syrian forces
to confront terrorists within their country. At the end of the day, it is the brave men and
women of our armed forces who would help carry out this training. [ cannot help but
think about the support system we are rebuilding right now that one day must provide
them with the veterans’ services and benefits they will have more than earned. For all we
ask of them—in defending our freedom against a brutal group of terrorists—we owe
them the very best support when they return home. We owe them a National Veterans
Strategy.

We have over a dozen national strategies, addressing everything from national security to
public health to wildlife trafficking. Many of these strategies set the conditions for the
work and service required by our nation’s current and future veterans. If we can establish
national strategies that create the need for military service, do we not have an obligation
to establish a strategy that ensures support for those who deliver that service?

We must ensure that the development of this strategy is an open process—one that
includes input from veterans and their families, Veterans Service Organizations, the
Department, the American public and all stakeholders who can help us shape a



comprehensive and achievable strategy. To that end, [ am asking you to immediately
convene a working group focused on developing our National Veterans Strategy.

Right now, we have a unique opportunity to shape a support system that will more
successfully meet the needs of our continually changing veterans’ population. Now is the
time to ensure that both civilians and veterans in our country understand the nation’s
commitment to those who defend our freedom.

Mr. President, veterans need your leadership to address these issues.

There is much at stake, but [ am optimistic that if we do this right, we will develop and
implement the support system our veterans so rightly deserve. I look forward to working
with both you and Secretary McDonald, as well as my colleagues in Congress and all
stakeholders, on our National Veterans Strategy. Please let me know if there is additional
information [ can provide that would be of useful assistance as you put together the
working group that will draft our National Veterans Strategy.

Sincerely,

MQW

MICHAEL H. MICHAUD
Ranking Member



